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Last year, we launched “Mission 2015: The Hunger 
Challenge,” a full-scale program to combat the 
devastating health effects of poor nutrition among 

our neighbors in Old North Dayton. Partnering with 
Dayton Children’s, the Ohio State University Extension 
Office and the Children’s Hunger Alliance, we began 
distributing nutritious meals through our Mobile 
Canteen. We also developed educational programs to 
promote healthier lifestyles.

Here’s an update on our efforts: 

The Healthy Way – We piloted The Healthy Way 
program last fall with 26 participants, including 10 
adults and 16 youngsters, who learned better ways to 
choose and prepare foods. Among the outcomes for 
adults…

 ◗ 80 percent more read nutrition labels before making 
food choices.

 ◗ 60 percent reported their children ate breakfast 
more often.

 ◗ 70 percent fewer ran out of food before the end of 
the month.

 ◗ 50 percent more planned meals in advance.

 ◗ 90 percent were no longer thawing food at room 
temperature.

Among the youngsters responding to the survey, 
virtually all showed improved knowledge of healthier 
food choices and behaviors.

Participants’ suggestions are helping us plan the 
2016 program.

Smart Kids/Strong Kids After-School 
Program

When we began offering The 
Healthy Way for Kids as a class in our 
after-school program this winter, the 
openings filled up quickly. 

All after-school children have the 
opportunity to eat from the salad bar, 
and they’re learning to choose mostly 

vegetables and fruits while limiting higher-calorie 
toppings. In addition, they’re now experiencing family-
style (rather than buffet-style) dining. We use this time 
to encourage healthy eating, good table manners and 
lively conversation.

Summer Read and Feed Program 
Last year, we introduced the Read and Feed 

program at Stuart-Patterson Park. This lunch-and-
literacy initiative saw us distributing 500 meals and 270 
books. (Check page 3 for more details on Read and 
Feed 2016.)

Mobile Canteen Feeding
Through November 2015, we were providing 450 

meals on each of two Fridays per month from the 
mobile canteen. After giving away 27,699 pounds of 
turkey in December, we brought the mobile meals 
indoors to the Kroc Center in January, and resumed 
neighborhood distribution in February. We’ve also 
continued to deliver meals to shut-ins twice monthly.. 

We will keep you posted about our progress as we 
continue to explore 
new opportunities 
to make progress 
on M16, our mission 
to alleviate hunger 
and promote healthy 
lifestyles.

The Kroc Center Report

Mission 2016: Hunger Meets Kroc’s ‘Healthy Way’



Dayton 
Hosts Army 
Symposium 

Representatives from the 
nation’s 27 Kroc Centers 
converged on The Salva-

tion Army in Dayton on March 
8 to participate in a three-day 
symposium to address the 
subject of “congregational life.”

The guest speaker, Dr. Reg-
gie McNeal, missional leader-
ship specialist for Leadership 
Network, defined the “mission-
al church” in these ways:

The people of God
We’ve been brought up 

in a culture that teaches the 
church as something outside 
of us – something we go to, 
support and bring friends to. In 
the missional movement, the 
church is about who, not what.

We need to join God in His 
work, wherever He is doing it.

Partnering with Him
We sometimes try to get 

God to fall in love with what 
we’re doing, although we need 
to fall in love with His mission. 
In His redemptive mission, we 
need to see what God sees as 
redemptive. We need to go 
into our communities and ask 
God to show us what He sees.

In the world
Our world is the commu-

nity in which God has placed 
us to serve. 

The conference ended with 
the sending forth of Salvation 
Army officers and employees 
to serve God, as they serve 
others in their respective com-
munities.

Barbara and Tom Duperree

A Message From The Majors

We hear that a lot.  
In fact, the Army has suffered an identity crisis 

for years. We offer so many wonderful programs and 
services – including weekly religious worship – that 
many times the whole story is left untold.

The common perception of our organization is 
that we ring bells at Christmastime to raise money to 
help struggling families with food. Others recognize 
the fact that we operate a handful of thrift stores. 

But what’s really going on behind that red shield? 
Actually, more than you may realize.
William Booth, who founded the organization, was a Methodist minister. He 

left the Methodist church to become an evangelical preacher in the slums of Lon-
don. Although he began his work in 1865 as the “Christian Mission,” he would later 
change the organization’s name to “The Salvation Army” to indicate that it was a 
fighting force for God, waging war against the powers of sin and darkness.

Booth was a great Christian social reformer, establishing hospitals, soup kitch-
ens, shelters, homes, schools, jobs for the unemployed and a host of other great 
services. He never stopped preaching the message of God’s untiring love for hu-
manity, and the privilege that we have of becoming saved from our sin, if we are 
willing to confess that sin to God and seek His forgiveness. 

And we haven’t stopped delivering that message
However, The Salvation Army can more accurately be described as a religious 

organization, rather than a church. We are a movement, really, whose mission is 
to preach the gospel of Jesus Christ and to meet human need in His name without 
discrimination. It is love for God that motivates this Army to perform acts of Chris-
tian love and service.

Here in Dayton, we carry out our holistic mission with offerings that meet the 
needs of the whole person – body, mind and spirit. Our programs and services, 
such as congregational worship and Bible study, address the undeniable need in 
every person’s life to connect with God and restore a broken relationship with Him. 

And if we stopped short of providing these opportunities for people to under-
stand their need for God, then we will have failed them at the point of their greatest 
need. But that’s not all: We would be guilty of withholding the single greatest mes-
sage we all need to hear, and it is this:

God loved the people of this world so much that he gave his only Son, so that 
everyone who has faith in him will have eternal life and never really die. God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn its people. He sent him to save them!  
No one who has faith in God’s Son will be condemned. - John 3:16-18 CEV

 If you’ve ever perceived there was something different about our organization, 
our movement, our message, perhaps these realities shed some light on your per-
ceptions. We love God, and that love compels us to serve others in His name.

We invite you to visit us and experience first-hand all that’s happening. You just 
may discover some great things you never knew before about The Salvation Army.

“The Salvation Army conducts church 
services? I never knew that.”



Summer Camps: Small Changes 
Promise Big Benefits

One of the biggest challenges facing working moms and dads is good 
childcare for their kids during summer break. Grandparents may live too 
far away, and babysitters aren’t always reliable. 

For those parents, Kroc Center Summer Camps – held over seven week-long 
sessions in June and July – are a lifesaver. And this year, they’ll be even better. 
Responding to parents’ suggestions from 2015 end-of-camp surveys, we will 
provide four new features: 

 ◗ A new 7:30 a.m. drop-off option, along with our traditional extended hours for 
post-camp pickup, will align better with a parent’s typical work day. 

 ◗ A new payment plan will make camps easier on the family budget.

 ◗ The addition of Healthy Way program components, such as fresh fruit options 
for snacks and portion-control reminders.

 ◗ Family-style eating at lunch, which allows us to 
promote good table manners and appropriate 
conversation.  

We invite you to come and see our kids play, 
learn, read, pray, create and make new friends in the 
Kroc Center’s wholesome, fun-filled environment.

Looking 
Forward to 
Summer 
Read and 
Feed

A free lunch, an ice 
cream cup, a good 
story and a book to 

keep. What more could a kid 
ask for on a hot summer’s 
day?

Children, parents and 
caregivers are invited to our 
lunchtime Read and Feed 
program on seven Mondays 
this summer at Stuart-Patter-
son Park in Old North Day-
ton. Our guest readers are 
local heroes and celebrities, 
such as a firefighter, a police 
officer, a children’s author and 
even the Dayton Dragons 
mascot, Gem.

As part of our Healthy 
Way initiative, our Mobile 
Canteen will bring nutritious 
lunches for everyone, and 
each child receives a grade-
appropriate book to help 
build a home library. 

“We were encouraged by 
the participation last year,” 
said Beth Zientko, director 
of education. “We hope to 
spread the word and build it 
up even more this summer.”



Remember to 

designate The Salvation 

Army when you make 

your donation to the 

United Way Campaign. 

Thank yo
u!

Good Food, Good 
Times: Our Adult 
Programs Have It All

Adults who are bored with the same old 
entertainment routine – dinner and a movie – 
need look no further than the Kroc Center for 

new, exciting and affordable alternatives. We offer 
special events and activities that appeal to anyone 
looking for fun and fellowship in a safe, positive 
environment. 

What have we been up to? Let’s take a look:

That’s Amore – This Valentine-themed party 
brings together couples and singles for a delicious 
dinner, a romantic movie and lots of laughs as we 
play “The Newlywed Game.”

Women’s Spa Night –  From manicures to 
makeovers and chair massages, this is a night of 
much-deserved pampering for the ladies.

Mystery Theater –  Over dinner, participants 
watch actors set up the perfect crime and then try to 
figure out “whodunit.”

Prime Time for Seniors – We set aside every 
Tuesday for our seniors to enjoy workouts, themed 
activities, lunch and a movie. 

Illustrative Faith – Once a month, women are 
invited for a brief Bible study followed by instruction 
in an art technique. Participants then complete their 
own artistic interpretation of the Scripture.

“Our events are designed for adults to enjoy the 
company of other adults,” said Major Barb Duperree. 
“They become more and more popular every year.”



Get to Know 
Our Advisory Board: 
Paul Anderson

Paul Anderson has a head for 
numbers – and a heart for 
people. This rare combination 

makes him ideally suited for the 
Dayton Salvation Army Advisory 
Board, where he has served as a 
member since 1993. 

“The strong emphasis on God as part of The Salvation Army’s 
mission has always been important to me,” Paul said. “It’s a 
church with many extensions, and all of them are doing good in 
the community.”

An certified public accountant by profession, he has been 
drawn to The Salvation Army because of its social mission of 
“doing the most good,” which, he believes, is only possible 
because of good stewardship and sound management.

A Midwesterner, through and through
Born in 1942, Paul is a Chicago-area native who earned 

bachelor’s and master’s degrees in accountancy from the 
University of Illinois in Champaign, Illinois. A ROTC graduate, he 
was commissioned as a lieutenant in the US Army soon after 
college, and served tours of duty in San Francisco and Vietnam. 

Upon discharge, he went to work in Chicago as a CPA for 
one of the country’s largest accounting firms at the time, Arthur 
Andersen. Meanwhile, he married his wife, Dolores, and started a 
family.

In 1977, the opportunity to work in the company’s San 
Francisco office and specialize in utility company audits lured him 
to California. But by the time one year had passed, the reality of 
leaving his wife and young children for frequent business travel 
on the West Coast had worn thin, and he was ready to return to 
the Midwest. 

Before long, he landed the job of treasurer for the Dayton 
Power & Light Company, and never looked back. After 21 years, 
he retired from DP&L as chief accounting officer in 2000.

An active member of the Dayton business community, Paul 
was quick to accept the invitation by Dan Sadlier, then-president 
of Fifth Third Bank in Dayton, to join The Salvation Army Advisory 
Board. During Paul’s tenure, the board has been instrumental in 
the planning and fundraising of $7 million for the building of the 
Kroc Center, implementing new programming and launching the 
hunger initiative.

“Paul possesses a wealth of knowledge in the areas of 
finance, budget and fiscal prudence. He was there, all through 
the building project,” said Major Tom Duperree. “We thank him 
for his faithfulness, service and guidance.”

Dayton Salvation 
Army Advisory Board 
OFFICERS
James Murphy, Chair
Jeff Lecklider, Vice Chair
Timothy Kenner, Past Chair
Paul Heintz, Secretary
David K. Adkinson, Treasurer

LIFE MEMBERS
Robert K. Siebenthaler

MEMBERS
Gerald Allen
Paul Anderson
Maryann Bausman
William H. Broad
David Butt
Kathleen Carlson
Thomas Cronin, Jr.
Robert Easterling
Mark Fornes
Melanie Henness
Sharon Howard
Kevin Hurst
D. Jeffrey Ireland
Thomas W. Kemp
Samuel Lumby
John Brock MacDonald
Barry W. Mancz
John Marshall
J. Richard Miles
Don Prizler
David N. Reed
Vincent Russell
R. Daniel Sadlier
Wendy Scholl
Neil Shafer
Richard L. Smythe
John Stinson

Majors Tom & Barb Duperree, Dayton 
Kroc Center Administrators

Tim Erlandson, Business Administrator

Reginald H. Winters, Sr. Advisor



Her Journey began at the Kroc

Carol Haley has set her sights high and wide. The 60-year 
old has started a 2,189-mile hike of the Appalachian Trail, 
a journey that began in Georgia on April 3 and will end in 

Maine on October 15. 
Her mission? To “give back” to the Montessori School of 

Dayton, a nonprofit she grew to love while working there for 12 
years before retiring in June 2015. Her goal is to raise $100,000 for a 
new roof.

Carol became an early-morning regular at the Kroc Center, 
where she trained for two hours every weekday, starting in 
January. 

“In my neighborhood, the Kroc Center is the most beautiful 
place to go,” said the fourth generation Old North Dayton resident. 
“It’s the best gem in the Gem City.”

Kroc Center Youngsters 
Present ‘Joseph’

The Biblical story of Joseph and his coat of many colors 
will come to life this May as the Kroc Center’s talented 
young performers present the popular family musical, 

“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat.” This 
amazing tale of jealousy, treachery, bondage and fortune will 
provide new performance opportunities for youngsters who 
have been developing their dramatic and musical talents at 
the Kroc Center.

Auditions for the musical’s cast of 15 were held in March.
“Last year, our kids brought home many, many trophies 

from the Star Search competition,” said Major Barb Duperree. 
“The true value of a production like ‘Joseph’ is the experience 
of performing on stage and sharing the God-given talents 
they’ve worked so hard to develop.”



Thank You
Thanks to your generosity, the Red Kettle Campaign generated  
$1,057,930 in donations this Christmas Season. Your donations  
fund our Christmas assistance, and programs throughout the year. 

Majors Barb & Tom Duperree
Dayton Area Commanders

Volunteers visited 37 nursing homes, and distributed 3,300 gifts. 

Some 4,000 families received Christmas food assistance. 

95,076 meals were served in 2015 through our programs. 

99,089 individuals participated in 5,004 character-building and recreational programs. 

and much, more more...

Dayton Bag  
& Burlap

God Bless You



DOINg THE MOST gOOD “ … For service is our watchword, and there is no reward equal 
to that of doing the most good to the most people in the most need.” –Evangeline Booth

You Can Make A Difference!
Please help us enrich the lives of area children by providing opportunities for them to enjoy nature, develop new skills 
and make lifelong friends at The Salvation Army’s Camp SWONEKY.

To make your tax-deductible 
donation, please make your 
check out to The Kroc Center, 
and mail it to The Salvation 
Army, 1000 N. Keowee St., 
Dayton OH 45404.

If you have questions, please 
contact Tim Erlandson, 
Business Administrator at 
937-528-5200.

Thank you for your 
generosity!

Please help us make the 
Kroc Center a beacon of 
hope for the entire Miami 
Valley.

Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________State_____ Zip  __________________ 

✃

✃

The Salvation Army    1000 N. Keowee St.

Dayton OH 45404

With pleasure, I accept the invitation to 
help send a youngster to camp.

___ $600 or more to send two children to Camp 
SWONEKY for a week

___$300 to send one child to Camp SWONEKY for a 
week

___$150 to send one child to our Day Camp program 
for a week

___Other  ____________

Camp SWOneKY: 
Where Kids Meet the 
Great Outdoors

Many kids who grow up in an urban 
environment never get to experience the 
thrill of riding a horse, climbing a rock wall or 

singing around the campfire.
Enter Camp SWONEKY. 
This Salvation Army-owned and -operated 

overnight camp is located on 200 wooded acres 
between Dayton and Cincinnati. Youngsters aged 7 
to 13 enjoy activities such as swimming, hiking, rock 
climbing, horseback riding, archery, arts and crafts, 
team sports and sitting around the campfire.

Every summer, the Dayton Salvation Army 
provides scholarships making it possible for more than 
100 local kids to go to Camp SWONEKY. This year, we 
plan to do the same. 

“These are experiences the kids will never forget,” 
said Major Barb Duperree. “Their camp memories last 
a lifetime.”


