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Embracing The Salvation Army’s mission 
means a life lived sharing the gift of 
hope. We’re inspired to this way of 

thinking by our founder, William Booth, who 
wrote,

The Salvation Army is a place of hope. 
When every other light is extinguished, and 
every other star has gone down, this one 
gleam shines steadily and clearly out in 
the darkened sky: ‘If I could only get to The 
Salvation Army, they will do something for me.’

We live in a world of so many problems
Disease, addiction, depression, broken 

relationships, hunger, lack of education and 
conflict keep good people from reaching their 
God-given potential.

Although some throw up their hands in 
despair, we believe there’s always hope. Here at 
the Kroc Center, we see this every day.

Hope can turn the pages on people’s lives
For example, there’s the single mother of 

six who’s getting on her feet with the help of 
our feeding program. In the cold winter, we 
receive grateful hugs from people who obtain 
emergency assistance to keep their electric 
service connected. And we love seeing one 
of our dedicated workout enthusiasts walk 
into our fitness center to regain strength after 
suffering a stroke.Hope can turn the pages on 
people’s lives

In this newsletter, you’ll read about these 
inspiring stories and others that are made 
possible through the generosity of the many 
volunteers and donors who support of The 
Salvation Army’s mission. With your help, we 
are making The Salvation Army a “place of 
hope.” 

The Salvation Army: 
A ‘place of hope’



Volunteer loves 
Christmas for 
Seniors 

Patty Shepherd found her 
calling as a youngster when 
she visited the Widows’ 

Home in Findlay, Ohio, with her 
elementary school class. Since then, 
her love for seniors has blossomed, 
and her life revolves around working 
with them daily.
 Nowadays, as the operator of a 
Dayton-based home-care agency, 
Patty knows seniors’ needs. That’s 
why she’s the perfect volunteer for 
The Salvation Army’s Christmas for 
Seniors nursing home visitation. 

“I try to spark a conversation 
about their families and special 
memories,” she said. “Then I sit and 
listen to everything they say.”

In this ministry, 100 volunteers 
pay visits to 43 Dayton-area nursing 
homes, handing out up to 4,000 
gifts and spreading holiday cheer. 
For some residents, Salvation Army 
volunteers are the only visitors they 
have all year.

“I tell the staff to assign me as 
many homes as they can,” Patty 
said. “My Christmas wouldn’t be 
complete without it.”

Barbara and Tom Duperree

New Majors: 
A vision of 
what comes 
next 

As Majors Stanley W. and 
Gayle Senak strolled 
the Dayton Kroc Center 

campus while attending a 
Salvation Army symposium last 

March, they discussed many topics, including their next assignment. 
Having served in the Divisional Headquarters in Boston for more than 
five years, the couple knew they’d be called to serve in a different 
community, and they mused about the possibilities.

“Can you imagine being appointed here?” Major Stan Senak asked 
his wife.

A Cincinnati native, she loved the idea. In fact, she had spent two 
years working for The Salvation Army in Dayton during the early 1980s.

In June, Major Gayle Senak learned she had gotten her wish. In July, 
they moved to Dayton.

“We feel blessed to be here,” said Major Stan Senak, whose family 
hails from New England. “There is an exceptionally high standard of 
ministry through recreation and education.”

The new administrators have been impressed with all the Kroc 
Center offers, noting its many programs that respond to the needs 
of youngsters, adults and seniors. Also outstanding, they say, is the 
quality of the employees, people who “believe in who we are and 
what we’re doing.”  

“The vision of our predecessors was amazing,” said Major Gayle 
Senak. “Now it’s up to us to determine the vision of what comes next.”

The Majors agree that the biggest challenge is to bring hope and a 
sense of possibility to people who are dealing with life’s struggles.

“We see people in the congregation going through difficult times 
– drug or alcohol recovery, the death of a young spouse, cancer, 
displacement – and we want to help them realize there’s something 
else out there for them,” said Major Stan Senak. “We want them to see 
hope envisioned, and hope becoming a reality.” 

With 66 years of combined Salvation Army experience, the two are 
confident they’ll be able to make assessments about current programs 
and future initiatives. They’ve also been busy getting to know the 
Advisory Board and making connections in the Dayton community.

Married for 29 years, the couple has four grown children, all 
involved in Army work, and one grandchild.

“We’re enjoying getting to know the community,” said Major Stan 
Senak. “The people are friendlier here, and life seems more relaxed.”

A Kroc Center volunteer prepares gift bags 
for nursing home visits.



For many people living in the 
Dayton area, Friday evening 
is prime time to kick back 

and start enjoying the weekend. 
But for Old North Dayton resident 
Kasey Brown, Fridays bring 
challenges in feeding her family 
of six children.

“On Friday nights, if they 
want to invite a friend, I’ve had to 
worry whether we’d have enough 
food to get us through,” she said. 

Until a year ago, Kasey, 36, 
wasn’t working. She was just 
getting by with food assistance. 
Her children discovered The 
Salvation Army feeding program 
in their neighborhood soon after 
it started in March 2015. 

“It’s been good to know we 
can go there and get a full meal,” 
she said.

Keeping the lights on

When people fall on hard times and can’t pay their electric bill, The Salvation Army is there to help. 
Partnering again this year with Dayton Power and Light, we are providing emergency relief for 
people who face having their power disconnected.

Just as in 2015, DP&L is making possible our Gift of Power program by contributing $100,000, which has 
leveraged donations of $60,000 from the Dayton community.

“We’re trying to reach families that wouldn’t normally ask for help,” said Corinne Duperree, Business 
Manager for Worship and Arts at the Kroc Center. 

Last winter, the program assisted in 428 cases, affecting 924 individuals, including many children. 
“We get a lot of hugs and people who ask us to pray with them,” said Kroc Center Emergency Support 

Services Assistant Linda Courtney. “Some of the stories we hear are heart-wrenching.”  

Feeding ministry gives hope to the hungry
Since the feeding program began, 

Kasey has landed a job as a technician 
at Community Tissue Services. She’s 
become involved in her church and 
volunteer work. A promoter of the 
program to her neighbors, Kasey tells 
of a divorcee she met, who broke 
down and cried when she learned The 
Salvation Army would provide meals 
to feed her family.

Volunteers have donated 
hundreds of hours to distribute 
10,000 meals since the program’s 
inception. Melody Mitchell, a 
dedicated volunteer, has seen the 
number of hungry people grow. In the 
beginning, the canteen distributed 
100 meals at a time, she said. Now it’s 
500, and people are lined up – even in 
below-zero weather – waiting for the 
truck to arrive. 

 “We’re not homeless, but a lot 
of us in this neighborhood still need 
help,” said Kasey. “It means a lot 
knowing that there are people who 
care enough to do this for us.”



Fitness powers 
mind and body

Dave Stueve has been hooked on fitness since 
the Kroc opened six years ago. But in May 
2015, everything changed, when, at age 57, he 

suffered a stroke that left his left side paralyzed. Even 
though feeling returned after several days, it brought 
on excruciating nerve pain. And there is no remedy. 

Still, Dave isn’t the type to give up. He learned 
how to walk again in rehab. And as soon as he could 
– in October 2015 – he came back to the Kroc Center. 
Now he’s working out three times a week to regain 
strength, balance, coordination and conditioning. The 
new TRX suspension training is his favorite. 

“If I didn’t come here, I’d be getting fatter and not 
worth a darn,” he said. “Plus, working out is really 
helping me build up my confidence.” 

More confidence builders for kids
To provide more 

kids the benefits of 
playing sports, we’ve 
added new, high-
demand recreation 
programs. We now 
offer instructional 
youth volleyball, 
indoor soccer and 
basketball in addition 
to our traditional select 
basketball. The new 
homeschool program 
features team-building 
games, golf and 
archery

NFL Kick, Punt, 
and Pass, as well as 
the MLB Pitch, Hit, and 
Run programs are also 
in the lineup.

“Our goal is to 
teach the kids skills 
and also help them 
apply those principles 
in life,” said Erin May, 
Director of Recreation.

Teachers overjoyed with 
school-supply donation

Christmas came early this year for the teachers 
and students at our partner elementary schools, 
Kiser and Our Lady of the Rosary.In August, 

The Salvation Army 
presented them tubs of 
school supplies for all 
their 719 students.

“I’ve never gotten 
a donation of supplies 
like that before,” said 
Sarah Szumnarski, 
Pre-K Intervention 
Specialist at Kiser. “We 

were just opening the boxes and couldn’t believe it.”
According to Sarah, supplies such as paper towels, 

tissues, zipper bags and wipes are all things teachers 
would typically end up buying themselves. Having 
them donated sends the clear message that someone 
cares about the students and the teachers, she said.

“It was all just so perfect,” she said. “Every teacher 
appreciates it.”

Teaching values through golf

Kids are now learning to play golf at the Kroc 
Center. But the lessons cover more than 
drives, putts and chip shots: They’re also 

teaching life skills and values.
First Tee, a national program, helps youngsters 

discover how skills essential to golf also help them 
succeed in life.  

“The program is based 
on nine core values,” 
said Lt. Felix Pedilla, who 
brought the program to the 
Kroc Center. “Kids are also 
learning about qualities 
like integrity, respect and 
confidence.”

A favorite over the 
summer, this program is 
now offered in the after-
school program. 



Get to Know 
Our Advisory Board: 
John Marshall

John Marshall learned a lifetime’s worth 
of rock-solid values through the daily 
conversations at the breakfast table of 

his family home. He fondly remembers 
those discussions as his parents’ helpful 

guidance – and “helpful criticism” – on responsibility, discipline and a 
well-grounded work ethic. 

Now he wants to do his part to ensure that all kids from the 
Dayton community have the chance to learn similar principles. In fact, 
this commitment has been his inspiration to serve on the Dayton 
Salvation Army Advisory Board. 

“The Army is always trying to work with an individual to gain self-
respect and responsibility,” he said. Rather than giving people a fish, 
the Army gives them a fishing pole, so they can achieve their God-
given potential. That’s the uniqueness of The Salvation Army.”

John joined the Advisory Board about four years ago at the 
invitation of Board member Tom Kemp. He’s been impressed with 
all the programming that offers kids alternatives to self-destructive 
behavior, as well as the work of the adult rehabilitation center. 

“All you have to do is to look around to see the need in Dayton,” 
he said. “And then look at the number of people participating in 
Salvation Army programs. They come because they really need these 
services.” 

The Corporate Secretary for the Grismer Tire Company, a business 
with an 85-year history in Dayton, John is responsible for the 
company’s 26 retail stores. He grew up in Kettering and attended 
Chaminade High School. 

“John’s business acumen and sound judgment have been 
outstanding assets that make our Board even stronger,” said Kroc 
Center Business Administrator Tim Erlandson. “We appreciate his 
desire to be part of helping others in the community, and especially 
children, to realize their potential.»

Dayton Salvation 
Army Advisory 
Board
OFFICERS 
James Murphy, Chair 
Jeff Lecklider, Vice Chair 
Timothy Kenner, Past Chair 
Kevin Hurst, Secretary  
Vincent Russell, Treasurer 
 
LIFE MEMBERS 
Robert K. Siebenthaler 
 
MEMBERS 
David Adkinson   
Paul Anderson 
Maryann Bausman 
William H. Broad 
David Butt 
Kathleen Carlson 
Thomas Cronin, Jr. 
Thomas Cronin III       
Robert Easterling 
Mark Fornes
Paul Heintz       
Melanie Henness 
Sharon Howard 
D. Jeffrey Ireland 
Thomas W. Kemp 
Samuel Lumby 
John Brock MacDonald 
Barry W. Mancz 
John Marshall 
J. Richard Miles 
Don Prizler 
David N. Reed 
R. Daniel Sadlier 
Wendy Scholl 
Neil Shafer 
Richard L. Smythe 
John Stinson 
 
Majors Stanley W. & Gayle Senak, 
Dayton Kroc Center Administrators 
 
Tim Erlandson, Business Administrator

Remember to 

designate The Salvation 

Army when you make 

your donation to the 

United Way Campaign. 

Thank yo
u!



When Trauna James and her family 
moved from Oklahoma to the 
Dayton area two years ago, one of 

her first priorities was to find the right summer 
camp for her daughter, Tamilyn. Some of the 
moms she met recommended the Kroc Center, 
so the family decided to check it out.

Now, after two summers of camp 
experiences, they’re still raving about it.

From golf and rowing to robotics and 
flower arranging, the wide range of interesting 
activities and field trips were exactly what they 
were looking for. For Kroc Center Education 
Director Beth Zientko, the goal is to expose 
participants to activities they wouldn’t 
experience otherwise.

“We always hope to find a special thing 
that will create a spark of interest in the kids,” 
she said. 

The strategy worked beautifully for Tamilyn.  
“The Kroc Center day camps have opened 

up her mind to things she’s never done before. 
She looks forward to going every day,” said 
Trauna.

Now a sixth grader at Legacy Christian 
Academy, Tamilyn, who lives in Beavercreek, 
has also made great friends with kids from 
other parts of the area. They stay in touch and 
even get together from time to time.

“We’re drawn to the Kroc Center camps 
because of the consistent, safe, Christian 
environment,” Trauna said. “It’s been a 
blessing.”

Summer day camp a ‘blessing’ for families



Norris Cole: A big heart and 
hometown pride

No one in professional sports has a bigger heart for his 
hometown than NBA star Norris Cole. For him, the off-
season means coming home to Dayton and the Kroc 

Center, where he holds a basketball camp to teach young 
athletes the fundamentals of the sport – and important life 
lessons.

“I want them to learn to be great listeners and 
teammates, and to enjoy the game,” he said. “These are skills 
that will help them in basketball, and also in life.”

Norris personally sponsors many of the kids who attend 
his camp. 

“I don’t want money to stop a kid from getting a life-
changing experience,” he said.

A Dayton Dunbar graduate and Salvation Army youth 
basketball alum, Norris is an excellent role model for our 
youngsters.

“I’ve always wanted to be an outstanding citizen and 
a man of character, and to give back to my community,” 
he said. “I want kids to understand the importance of 
academics, leadership and community service.”

Future stars play 
under the lights

The only thing hotter than the scorching 
temperatures this summer was the action 
on the outdoor court of The Salvation 

Army’s basketball league, sponsored by 
McDonald’s.

Just ask second-year Bethel High School 
assistant girls’ basketball coach Corey Steinke, 
who brought his team to the league for a 
different style of play.

“I was looking for a league where the level 
of play is highly competitive,” he said. “Playing 
outside, under the lights and with people in the 
stands really gets the adrenaline flowing.”

The girls played every weeknight for two 
weeks.

“It’s definitely a different experience,” said 
Claudia Lowrey, a sophomore on the Bethel 
team. “Playing outside was really fast and 
intense. And it was a lot of fun.”



DOIng THE MOST gOOD “ … For service is our watchword, and there is no reward equal 
to that of doing the most good to the most people in the most need.” –Evangeline Booth

What would happen if 4,000 people 
showed up at your door for Christmas dinner?
At The Salvation Army, we invite them in!

Again this December, The Salvation Army – 
with your help – will be providing food for 
Christmas dinner for more than 4,000 families 
in the Greater Dayton area. Your generous 
contributions allow us to help the less fortunate 

during Christmas and throughout the year.

Won’t you please help us?
Mail your donations to:
The Salvation Army

1000 N. Keowee St.

Dayton, Ohio 45404

We also invite you to stop by one of our Red Kettles, or visit us online at www.dayton.salarmykroc.org

May God bless you and your family!

You Can Make A Difference!
Please join us in our mission to feed the hungry in the Greater Dayton Area. “Be generous and share your food with the poor. You will be 
blessed for it.” - Proverbs 22:9 (LB) God Bless You!

Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________State_____ Zip  __________________ 

✃

✃

The Salvation Army    1000 N. Keowee St.

Dayton OH 45404

Yes, I would like to be 
a sponsor of the 
Kroc Center’s Mobile 
Feeding Program for Families.

 __$500 sponsors 250 meals

 __$300 sponsors 150 meals

 __$100 sponsors 50 meals

 __Other $_____________

To make your tax deductible 
donation, mail your check 
made out to The Kroc Center
to: The Salvation Army, 
1000 N. Keowee St., 
Dayton OH 45404. 

If you have any questions, 
please contact Tim Erlandson, 
Business Administrator, at 
937-528-5200. 
Thank you very much!

Please help us 
make the Kroc Center 
a Beacon of Hope 
for the entire 
Miami Valley!


