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story on page 4) aims to help families 
overcome deep problems that keep them 
stuck in cycles of despair, dysfunction and 
generational poverty. With this program, 
we will plant seeds of hope, help them 
take root and watch them grow as lives 
are transformed for the better. 

We couldn’t offer Pathway of Hope  

– or any of our programs –  

without your support. Thank you 

for helping us continually shine 

as a beacon of hope, lighting a 

path for many out of the darkness. 

From Seeds of Hope to Lives Transformed

he scenes from early-fall hurricanes were gripping. People 
struggling to find safety from surging waters and savage 
winds. Rescuers risking everything to save lives. Thousands 

huddled in shelters. 

And so, The Salvation Army mobilized first to provide food and 
water, and later, emotional and spiritual support.

The Army: always a beacon of hope
Like the corps in those devastated towns, we at the Dayton 
Salvation Army feel blessed to perform our work in a community 
of generous people who make it possible for us to serve our 
neighbors in need.  

Some of you share your resources through donations to our 
Red Kettles, Hometown Endowment and other campaigns. 
Others offer the gift of time by volunteering to help us feed our 
hungry neighbors, visit the elderly or help a child with homework. 
Still others are donating talent and expertise by serving on our 
Advisory Board. 

We are proud to be the vehicle that converts your generosity into 
hope for others. 

And now we’re ready to go further
In this newsletter, you will read exciting news about a new 
program we’ve launched this fall. The Pathway of Hope (see 
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Majors Stanley and Gayle Senak

A Message from the Majors
Hope for All 
Throughout The 
Salvation Army’s 
long history, we 
have shared 
hope for all. 
We embrace 
our mission of 
providing food, 
shelter, emergency 
assistance and 
comfort for people 
who have nowhere 
else to turn. 

Yet we’ve come 
to realize that, for 
some, we only 
scratch the surface 
with temporary 
solutions such as a meal or utility payment. These individuals 
face profound life challenges with one crisis following another. 
They lack coping skills – and hope.

This realization has led us to a broader vision 
It’s one that enables us to work with families on a deeper level, to 
go alongside them and help them find a way out of chaos.  

Across the country, Salvation Army corps have introduced a 
new program called “Pathway of Hope.” Using local funds, each 
corps hires a case manager who works with a limited number 
of families to turn their lives around. The families chosen must 
include children so that we can hope to break the cycle of 
generational poverty.

We in Dayton have just embarked on this comprehensive 
approach. While still offering emergency assistance for immediate 
hardships, we will also help up to 10 families in Dayton and two 
in Xenia that seek life transformations. 

The Pathway of Hope is not a quick fix
Instead it’s a journey that starts with small steps and builds 
over two years. Walking together with the family, we will provide 
direction, encouragement, practical assistance and a mentor to 
help them achieve self-sufficiency. 

With hope for all, we will assure these families that they are 
worth the effort and that we believe in them. We will be guiding, 
cheering and praying. We will be there for them, every step along 
their Pathway of Hope.

Show You Care: 
Volunteer 
Looking for ways to spread holiday joy 
without spending a bundle? You can 
help people in need by volunteering in 
one of these three areas:

• Christmas Food Assistance – 
We expect to feed 4,000 families 
this Christmas and need capable, 
compassionate volunteers to help with 
application intake at these times: 
Nov. 6, from 5-7 p.m.
Nov. 7 through 11, from  
9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Training will be provided each day of 
application intake, one hour before 
start time. Please call 937-528-5207 
for more information. 

• Red Kettle Bell Ringers – When 
you volunteer as a bell ringer, you 
help improve our neighbors’ lives. 
Opportunities available from  
Nov. 17 - Dec. 23. Please call  
937-528-5139 or email  
bryane.bender@use.salvationarmy.org. 

• Christmas for Seniors Program – 
We need 150 caring volunteers to visit 
the area’s 42 nursing homes to deliver 
gifts and good cheer. We provide the 
gifts, training (Dec. 6 at 6 p.m.) and 
scheduling. Visits take place Dec.  
6 – 23. Please call 937-528-5125 for  
more information.

Volunteers help with sign-ups for 
Christmas meal distribution.



A Message from the Majors Back to School with Backpacks and a Bash

Some 420 area youngsters found their back-to-school 
enthusiasm kicked up a notch with the Back-to-School Bash at 
the Kroc Center in early August. 

The children and their parents were thrilled to receive brand new 
backpacks stuffed with grade-appropriate school supplies. The 
food, games, bouncy-house fun and message from special guest 
made it even better. 

“It was a good way for us to meet the families and for them to 
meet us, face-to-face,” said Major Gayle Senak. “The parents 
were able to see what we do here at the Kroc Center and come 
to know that this is a safe place for their children.”

The highlight of the Bash was Norris Cole, Dayton native,  

NBA star and longtime friend of the  
Kroc Center.  

“Be great listeners, great classmates 
in school and great citizens in the 
community,” Norris told the kids and  
their families. “Remember to enjoy the 
learning process.”

As a positive role model, Norris tries to 
inspire kids to follow his lead, stay in 
school and develop their athletic skills as 
a positive outlet for their energy. 

“I want you to know that if I can make it, 
so can you,” he said.



Happening Now 
After-School Program Spiced with Variety
Every day is a new adventure for the 120 students enrolled in the 
Kroc Center’s after-school program, Smart Kids, Strong Kids. 
With its wide variety of activities and classes in changing daily 
formats, SK2 is designed to keep kids interested and engaged. 

For example, Mondays feature drop-in activities, such as sports 
or arts and crafts. Tuesdays and Thursdays offer progressive 
classes in everything from robot-building to junior chef. 
Wednesdays are set aside for character building activities through 
“troops” programming. And then there are Fun Fridays with 
movies, music and dance classes and special presentations.

The kids – and their parents – can count on daily homework help, 
devotions and healthy snacks and dinner. 

“We mix it up so the kids stay interested and really want to be 
here,” said Major Gayle Senak. “And we want the parents to be 
assured that the children they entrust to us are in a safe place.” 

‘Pathway of Hope’ Leads Families Out of Despair 

Janet Fedrick,  
Pathway of Hope 

case manager

Liz, a mother of two young children, was unemployed and completely reliant on her 
parents. She lacked education, life skills and knowledge about resources available to 
help herself. Her life was in utter chaos.

“I was in a lot of trouble,” said Liz, a Green Bay, Wisconsin, resident. “I didn’t know 
where to look.” 

Then Liz was put in touch with The Salvation Army’s Pathway of Hope in Green Bay. 
She met with a case manager who helped her begin a journey toward self-reliance. She 
received food and diapers from The Salvation Army, connected with a state employment 
program and found a good job. 

“If it wasn’t for the Pathway of Hope, I don’t know if I could have moved on with my life,” 
said a tearful Liz.

The Pathway of Hope has come to Dayton. The local corps has hired Janet Fedrick, a 
case manager who will work with up to 10 families in Dayton. Two Xenia families will be helped, as well.

“We’re making an investment and a much deeper commitment to help families break out of generational 
poverty,” said Major Gayle Senak, who, along with Major Stan Senak, worked with the program while at The 
Salvation Army in Boston. “Pathway of Hope is more than a band-aid. We are helping families develop dignity 
and self-sufficiency.” 
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Meet Our Advisory Board

John Stinson
Long before he read the bestselling book, Make Your Bed, John 
Stinson had adopted the life principles espoused by its author, 
Admiral William H. McRaven (U.S. Navy Retired), a Navy SEAL for 
37 years. John was especially well practiced in lessons  
of perseverance. 

He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in finance in 1973 
and an MBA in 1974, 
both from Ohio State. The 
Hillsboro, Ohio, native also 
married his wife, Carol, a 
nurse, and took a bank job 
in Detroit. After five years, 
a new commercial banking 
position brought them  
to Dayton for the next  
19 years.

“I found Dayton to be 
such a welcoming community,” said John. “We got to know 
people quickly, and I became involved with The Salvation Army’s 
Advisory Board in 1980.”

Although the Stinsons had their hearts set on staying in Dayton, 
two more career advancements resulted in moves to Springfield, 
Illinois, and Toledo. 

“But I always told my friends in Dayton I’d be back,” he said.
The Stinsons’ perseverance paid off: In 2014, they returned to 
their favorite city for a new opportunity and for John to finish out 
his banking career. He happily retired earlier this year.

Over the course of his many moves, John never lost sight of the 
Make Your Bed principle that urges people to live with hearts 
open to others’ needs. He was a champion for charitable causes 
in every community and served as The Salvation Army Board 
chairman in Toledo and Dayton. 

“I appreciate John’s genuine heart and love for the work of The 
Salvation Army,” said Business Administrator Tim Erlandson. 
“When he returned to Dayton, he wanted to pick up where he 
had left off, and we were glad to have him back.”

The Stinsons are also committed to the McRaven book’s principle 
of giving people hope. It has led them to pledge their financial 
support for the Dayton Salvation Army’s Hometown Endowment.

“The Kroc Center is a tremendous blessing and a source of hope 
for so many,” John said. “We’re committed to making sure the 
work being accomplished here will continue long into the future.”
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Kroc Camps: Kids Explore the Big, Wide World
From archery and newsletter production to high-tech robotics and balloon sculpting, kids discovered a world  
of new interests and ideas through awesome electives at Kroc summer camps. They also broadened their 
horizons on field trips to the Cincinnati Zoo, riverboats on the Ohio River, Young’s Dairy Farm, cosmic bowling, 
King’s Island, the Kettering Rec Center pool and more. 

With 80 kids enrolled in each of the seven weeks, camp staff stayed busy. This year, though, they had help  
from a special group of campers: the Leaders in Training. These sixth through ninth graders completed 
interviews and leadership training that allowed them to help with the younger children’s activities. 

“As a LIT, I think this is very fun. It helps the counselors and keeps the kids entertained,” said camper Lena 
Spurlock. “Plus, in the future the LIT kids can put this experience on a job resume or college application.”

The camps offer parents peace of mind. They know their children are learning in a safe, nurturing environment – 
without a TV or video game in sight.

“The Kroc Camp is well organized with 
spiritual enlightenment,” one parent  
wrote. “And I never worry about my  
child’s safety.”



The Hot Spot  
for Summer Fun
The Kroc Center bustled with activity this summer, as neighbors 
and friends gathered for various programs, picnics and 
performances. Here are just a few of the highlights:

• July 4th – Since people like to gather in the Kroc Center 
parking lot to watch the July 4th fireworks at Riverscape, we 
made a party of it. We started with a cook-out, a DJ and musical 
performances by the New York Brass Band and our own Youth 
Brass Band, and then the fireworks.

• Read and Feed – This Monday program brought nearly 360 
kids and just over 100 adults to Stuart-Patterson Park for lunch 
and literacy over seven weeks. Everyone looked forward to a 
good meal, weekly guest readers and book giveaways that saw 
us providing 377 books for kids to keep.

• High School Basketball – The competition was hot among 
the area’s high school basketball teams playing against each 
other in our summer boys’ leagues.

• Norris Cole Basketball Camp – Dayton’s own NBA star 
Norris Cole is an annual Kroc Center favorite. Norris teaches 
more than skills: He emphasizes values such as sportsmanship 
and integrity. He also provides many camp scholarships for kids 
who might otherwise not be able to participate.

• Star Search – Guitar, dance and drama performers 
represented the Dayton corps, traveling to New York in June 
for the Army’s Eastern Territory Star Search competition. Taking 
honors were Rayya Brooks in the drama monologue and solo 
acoustic guitar competitions, Haven Williams and Mia McAtee 
in dance solo, Eric Hawkins in vocal solo, and the entire Dayton 
Kroc Center Youth Chorus in the Youth Chorus competition. The 
Kroc Center Drama Troupe took first place.

Dayton Kroc Center drama troupe took top honors.  
Pictured here: (l to r) Eric Hawkins, Rayya Brooks,  

Melyndee White and Cade Handy-Stevenson



Hometown Endowment Fund
Help Us Shine the Light of Hope for Generations to Come

Every day for the past 134 years, Dayton’s needy individuals and families have come to our doors seeking help. 
With support from generous donors like you, we have given them hope, filling their most urgent needs – from 
education, financial assistance and nutrition, to counseling, social interaction and spiritual care. 

And we have been good stewards of your gifts. Locally, 88 cents of every dollar goes directly to supporting our 
programs and services.

Now we are looking to the future. Through our Hometown Endowment Fund, we will be able ensure that no 
person who comes to our door is ever turned away. Caring donors have already committed nearly $6.3 million 
toward our final goal of $10 million. 

Won’t you please help, as well?

Name ________________________________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________State_____ Zip  __________________  ✃

✃

Yes, I would like to 
learn more about the 
Hometown Endowment.
__ Please contact me by phone. 
My phone number is _______________________

__ Please contact me by email. 
My email address is ________________________ 

1000 N. Keowee St.
Dayton OH 45404

Why an Endowment?

When you create 
an endowment, you 
establish a permanent 
fund that supplies 
resources in perpetuity 
for what matters most to 
you. You may direct it to 
a specific need, or make 
an unrestricted gift. 

Virtually any asset can 
be used to start an 
endowment, including 
cash, real estate, stocks, 
mutual funds or IRAs, life 
insurance policies and 
many others.

We invite you or your 
financial advisor to call 
Tim Erlandson, Business 
Administrator, at  
937-528-5205, or  
send in this form to  
learn more.

You Can Leave a Legacy of Hope!

“The Salvation Army is a place of hope. 
When every other light is extinguished, and every 
other star has gone down, this one gleam shines 
steadily and clearly out in the darkened sky: ‘If I 
could only get to The Salvation Army, they will do 
something for me.’” 
~ William Booth, Founder of The Salvation Army


